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" again " shows that there had been previous representa-
tions, probably several, but these had made no apparent
impression on the minds of the British Cabinet for Hellenism
remained its ideal, and those who claimed justice and fair
play for Turkey were pushed into the background. The
censorship had stifled independent thought in the press, and
the public mind was confused and misled by the broadcasting
of the narrow and prejudiced views of Downing Street. It
required an earthquake to disturb this official serenity, to
throw light on the dark places of Cabinet rule for the instruc-
tion of the people, and to switch off the official projects for
exalting Greece at the price not merely of the disruption
of the Empire, but also, and more fatal, of all faith in
Britain's word. Mr. Montagu struck the seismic chord.

For a moment it looked as if the persons who had got rid
of Mr. Montagu were hoping to upset Lord Reading also
by a " caitiff blow." His was the bold telegram specifying
points and laying down terms, almost at the very moment
when the all-Highest three were packing up their trunks
and listing their secretaries and typists for Genoa, where
they were going to provide the World with some further
proofs of their ineffable wisdom ; and the Viceroy of India
had intervened with some practical suggestions which,
promptly adopted, would have removed all need for a visit
to Genoa at all. The secret wishes of his opponents were
revealed in Lord Curzon's statement in the House of Lords
on I4th March, that " a subordinate branch of the British
Government 6,000 miles away had dictated to the British
Government what line it ought to follow in Thrace/* With-
out taking up the challenge thus thrown down to the pre-
rogatives of full Dominion status, it will be sufficient answer
to say here that the peace of India was directly involved in
the line to be taken in regard to Thrace, and that the final
arrangements made at Lausanne established the wisdom of
the Government of India, and disposed of the fantastic
schemes that the British Government had championed
under Venizelist influences from the time of the Smyrna
Expedition in 1919 to the triumphant appearance of
Mustapha Kemal on the scene three years later.